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atmosphere in the two* In these isles the undergraduate
in a university comes from a genteel family, and he is
there to be educated as a gentleman* Over in the United
States the same student hails from all classes of the Melting
Pot, since apart from the moneyed and unmoneyed there
are no formal class distinctions, and he is there to prepare
as well as to equip himself for his future work in life*
Accordingly, in an English university there is no such
thing as " working through college," but every under-
graduate is supported by his own family or guardian*

From the sum total of usefulness this American institu-
tion of working through college has much to commend
itself* To a foreign student it is a great financial help,
if one day his parents or relatives should be unable to
support him any further; there will be no apprehension
of being stranded abroad as has so often happened to many
a promising student from China* To wait at table as
an ordinary waiter in a public restaurant may or may
not be degrading, but certainly there can be no social
reproach in having to wait upon your own school-mates,
if not class-mates* Consequently, the process of levelling
up social distinctions would be further accelerated by the
admission of men who could have such facilities 33 to
work their way through college* Moreover, it would
also exercise a beneficial effect upon the rich family's
sons if such incentives to honest labour are daily put before
their eyes; then they would not be so free with their
parents* money or spend it on questionable items as well
as persons*

This working through college is one of the differences
between life in American and English universities*